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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
September 2023
by Dave Smith

president@sdmag.org

E HAVE BEEN ENJOYING the best

weather in the final weeks of the summer.
Let’s welcome the return of reopened workshops.
The Fall Workshop Schedule can be found at
the end of this bulletin and online at: sdmg.org/
class-schedule/class-schedule.pdf. Please contact
the instructor regarding space availability before
heading over to the shop. Fall classes for 2023 will
begin on Monday, September 11th.

A few updates in the shop include the new
saw oil cleaning system which is now operational.
This process allows the used oil to be drawn into
a centrifugal filtering canister while the saw is
operating. Filtered oil is pumped back into the
saw. The previous filtering steps of draining used
oil into buckets with paper bags used as filters
will be unnecessary. The thanks go to LuAnn and
Dick Benton, Paul Williams, John Kruzel, and
Mike Frye for completing this installation. (More
on this topic on pg 9). The new drinking fountain
has been a blessing this summer, with chilled and
filtered water available to everyone working in the
shop. The recently installed ceiling fan has also
made the shop more comfortable on those extra
warm afternoons.

Looking at the calendar for the rest of the
year, our next General Meeting will be September
25th. Our guest speaker will be Bill Kordela, who
will give a presentation on Jade. In October, we
have five Mondays, so I am moving our General
Meeting to October 30th, when our guest speaker
will be Helen Serras-Herman. She is planning
a presentation on the best mines to visit in the

USA. Richard Eddy will be our speaker at the
November 27th General Meeting. His topic will
be about his travels throughout Australia and
various mines of interest.

At the end of next month, SDMG will host
Gem Diego, the finest gem mineral show in San
Diego. Mark your calendar: the dates are Oct. 28
and 29. The Liberty Station Conference Center,
which is located in the Point Loma neighborhood,
is the new venue. LuAnn Benton is Chairperson
of the event, and she tells me that Demonstrators
and Volunteers are needed, so please look for
signup sheets in the casting shop after September
11th or email her at benton.Juannz@gmail.com.
For more details about Gem Diego Show, see
LuAnn’s article on pg. 5.

In December, two events are planned:
December Nights (aka Christmas on the Prado)
will be on Friday, December 1st, and Saturday,
December 2nd. Our annual Christmas Potluck
is planned for early in the month, with a date to
be determined soon. The Potluck is usually held
in the Casa Del Prado meeting room No. 101,
but the venue is subject to confirmation. Look
for more details in The Pegmatite in the coming
months.
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SDMG General Meeting
Monday, September 25, 2023
7pm SDMG bldg.

Public Welcome!

FTHIS MONTH’S PROGRAM features guest
A speaker Bill Kordela, who will give a presentation
on The World of Jade, Rare and Unique
Discoveries. Bill is a Certified Gemologist from

the Gemological Society of San Diego. He is jade-
trained in the field and recently awarded certification
as a Jade Expert by the International Gem Society.
He participated in monthly jade club meetings for 20
years and learned from well-established Jade expert,
Roger Merk and also Larry Shute. He has 30 years
He will
share his knowledge as attendees will view and learn

active jade field and Internet collecting,

how the collection defines ‘rare finds’ and disturbing
parallels to ‘look-a-likes.’

The talk will be on ROUGH JADE - Nephrite
and Jadeite from North and Central America. His
presentation will include a discussion on the history,
value and identifying properties of jade. A display

Bill Kordela with jade specimens
from his collection.

with samples from world locations will be included.
Please feel free to bring in your jade specimens for
both identification and to share with members.

We’ll have refreshments and door prizes. If you
want to bring something to share at the refreshment
table, we won’t stop you. Everyone is welcome
and we hope you’ll have an enjoyable time. We will
have the meeting in the SDMG museum at Balboa
Park, located adjacent to Spanish Village (the largest
building, at the back) at 7 PM.

Workshop News

Yvonne Juarez, Coordinator
school@sdmg.org

The fall workshop session begins on September 11, 2023, with the first Juniors’ class set for Saturday,
September 16th. Check the SDMG website for a current workshop schedule at: https://sdmg.org/class-
schedule/class-schedule.pdf. This schedule is sure to be updated, so refresh your browser to obtain a fresh

copy from the server whenever you visit the website.

Based on popular demand, new “Beginning Metals Fabrication” and “Casting” workshops have been added
to the Fall Schedule. If you're an SDMG member, and have already mastered the lapidary art of Cabochon
creation to the tune of at least 10—20 cabs, you're eligible to participate! Please click the link in the instructor’s
name on the published online schedule to send an email expressing your interest, or email me.

If you don’t see the instructor you're looking for on the schedule, email me, and I'll assist you.


mailto:school%40sdmg.org?subject=SDMG%20workshops
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JUNIOR DIVISION
Coordinated by
Dave Smith
smith0815 @ sbcglobal.net

Earlier this summer, the Juniors’ class entered an educational
display case at the San Diego County Fair. It is one of the top
ten fairs in the U.S. and Canada, and this year 997,720 visitors
responded to the “Get Out There!” theme by turning out
enthusiastically. The case won an Educational Award of Merit
and a $50 prize. The display of cabochons created by eight class
members also included photos from the last Juniors’ field trip
to the Oceanview Mine on April 24, 2022. This year’s judge
of educational exhibits observed that it was the best display
case mounted by the Juniors in the 12 twelve years she has been
coming to the Fair. Congratulations, Juniors, on a job well done!

In addition to entering an exhibit at the Fair, nine Juniors

volunteered for two-hour shifts at the Mineral and Gem sandbox, .
Juniors’ summer school class: Max at

the sander. August 19, 2023. Photo:
Dave Smith.

where young visitors used a sifting screen to find polished rocks
hidden in the sand. Our volunteers included Noemi G-A;, Emma
S., Kiera R., Gabriella F., Steward F., Harold F., Adella F,,
Theodore F. and Kekoa P. Thank you for participating!

The Juniors meet every Saturday from 9:30am
to 12:30pm at the SDMG building in Balboa Park.
Students should be between 12 and 17 years old and
willing to learn lapidary arts. The cost to participate
is $10 annual membership plus $1 class fee for each
session the student attends. All materials, training and
extras are included within the class fee. Please email

Juniors’ summer school class, left to right:
Andrew, Michelle O’Sullivan (Wire wrap
instructor), Emma, Tint, Alice, Adella,

Priscilla. August 19, 2023. Photo: Dave
Smith.

Dave Smith at smith0815@sbcglobal.net to inquite
about joining the class.

Please don’t forget to renew your membership if
you haven’t done so already for 2023/24. SDMG’s
annual membership renewal period begins July 1,
2023 and expires June 30, 2024. You can renew online
at: https://sdmg.org/sdmg-membership/.
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Saturday and Sunday, October 28-29, 2023

Venue: Liberty Station Conference Center
2600 Laning Road, San Diego, CA 92106
Time: Saturday 9:30am — 5:00pm
Sunday 10:00am — 4:00pm

Admission & Parking: Free.

Website: https://bit.ly/gemdiego2023

Show Committee Mtg: Wednesday, September 13, 2023 at 7:00pm (virtual)
Contact LuAnn via benton.luannz @ gmail.com for the link, if you'd

like to join us.

Show Set-Up: Friday, October 27 (meet at Liberty Station Conference Center)
8:30am - Loading Crew meets at storage garage
9:00am — Skirting & other Volunteer workers arrive at Liberty
10:00am — Unload truck, set up cases
1:00pm to 8:00pm — Demos, Dealers & Exhibitors set-up

Show Break-Down: Sunday, October 29 at 4:00pm (loading crew & everyone else!)

EXHIBITORS, DEMONSTRATORS, BUYERS and
SELLERS, now is the time to start preparing for San
Diego Mineral & Gem Society’s annual Gem and
Mineral Show. Gem Diego features 23 high-quality
Gem and Mineral Dealers selling gems, gemstones,
minerals, and fossils from all over the world, and so
much more. Demonstrations in the past included:
Wire Wrapping, Faceting, Lost Wax Casting, Silver
Chain Making, Intarsia, and Sphere Making, There will
be Gemstone and Mineral Identification free of charge
both days, and on Sunday, late afternoon, there will
be door prizes and a raffle for the grand prize. Don’t
worty, you don’t have to be there to win.

This is SDMG’s biggest annual event. After the
show in 2017, we lost our longtime venue, and then
there was COVID-19. We are restarting this event at a
new venue, increasing the number of dealers from 13
to 23 and have an almost all-new volunteer committee
of Chairpersons. Our legions of Volunteers have

The New Show Committee

email LuAnn at benton.luannz@gmail.com
include the committee member
you wish to contact

Chairman LuAnn H. Benton

Consultant Jim Parrish

SDMG President  Dave Smith

Advertising, Ed Hart, Kerry Stone

Signs & Flyers Rich Yarbrough & team

Dealers LuAnn H. Benton

Demonstrators Yvonne Juarez & team

Door Prizes Terry Thomas & team

Electrical Rich Yarbrough & team

Exhibits Nancy Arthur-McGehee & team

Secretary LuAnn H. Benton

Security Larry Shute & team

Skirting Tables Marna Morimoto & The Cast of
Thousands

Treasurer James Curtis
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become known as “The Cast of Thousands,” because
Gem Diego is bigger than any other event SDMG
hosts during the year and many more volunteers are
needed.

Starting September 11, there will be sign-up sheets
on a clipboard in the casting room for the many
volunteer positions that need to be filled.

Some activities need physical strength, but others
do not. Pick one or more activities that you can help
with, and sign up! It will be both fun and rewarding
— you’ll learn a lot, and you’ll meet a bunch of your
fellow members. You’ll be proud of your club and
amazed when you see how beautiful YOUR SHOW
turns out.

Demonstrators and Exhibitors, don’t forget that
you need to plan ahead. Start your projects now in
order to have them ready in time for the show.

EXHIBITORS

We have a few exhibit spaces still available for
your displays. You do not have to be a member
of SDMG to participate, and exhibiting is free of
charge, but commercial promotion is not allowed.

Download an Application Form
at: https://bit.ly/gd2023exhapp

1.) Fill out the app and sign it
2.) e-mail or s-mail it (postmarked no later than Sept 30)
(See instructions on the form)
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SUPPORT YOUR CLUB & PARTICIPATE!

To set up a show of this magnitude, SDMG will
need many volunteers. If you would like to help:

1. Sign up on one of the clipboards located
in the Casting room at SDMG (available
September 11, 2023);

2. OR contact any one of the Committee
Chairs (see list on the preceding page);

3. OR attend the Show Committee Meetings.
The next one is Virtual and will be held on
Wednesday, September 13,7 PM.

Contact LuAnn at benton.luannz@gmail.com
for an evite to attend the virtual GoTo Meeting,

Please lend a helping hand
to make our show a success.

CALLING ON OUR TALENTED MEMBERS
TO BE DEMONSTRATORS

If you have the know-how to make Wire
Wrapping, Faceting, Lost Wax Casting, Silver
Chain Making, Intarsia, Chasing and Repoussé,
or Sphere Making, Rock Carving or something
else, please consider volunteering to demonstrate
your skills at Gem Diego.

Please email Yvonne Juarez at
admin@sdmg.org



mailto:benton.luannz%40gmail.com?subject=Gem%20Diego%202023
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Kruzel's Cabochon Show & Tell

John Kruzel’s Thursday morning Cabochon Workshop ended its year in June with a stellar Show and Tell. Glenn
Billman, who is a new student, took the gold on June 1st with his oval beauty. Nicole Corpuz took the next top
honor on June 8. At the June 15 class, Candace Shannon, who was a three-time winner in May, garnered the gold
again in June. Bud Morris swept into the winner’s position and took the coveted prize on June 22nd and 29th.
Congratulations to all. The “gold” medal will be stored in a safe place until the Fall Session begins in September!

As a reminder, at the end of every workshop, all the students show what they worked on that day, sharing what
type of stone they cut and showing what they did to make it look good. The students then vote on the person they
think did the best job on their cabochon. The prize is having their picture taken, holding their cabochon, while
wearing a coveted gold medal, which is then posted in The Pegmatite. The winners for June are shown below.

Congratulations

to all on your

beautiful cabochons!

Glenn Billman — June 1 Nicole Corpuz — June 8

Candace Shannon — June 15 Bud Morris — June 22 Bud Morris — June 29
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Cut of the Month
by Bill Brisebois

I used a design called “Fourth Dimension” to facet an ametrine
entered in the Gems, Minerals & Jewelry Department exhibition at
the 2023 San Diego County Fair. It was one of a trio of faceted stones
that won the First Place Award in the Three Natural Gemstones
category. This is a challenging, but very fun cut and will look great in
most materials. The higher R.I. materials will have an amazing effect,
with no changes to the angles.

For the ametrine, the color split is pretty well lined up, which was

as good as I could get it when I cut the crystal. The pavilion cutting The faceted Fourth Dimension ametrine.
is pretty self explanatory, but the meets on P4 can be tricky when

trying to hit the culet and girdle line meets at
the same time, all the while keeping the facets
squared up. It’s like a plus (+) sign where the o=
“arrows” come together.

ill Brisebois - July 2019 - Resived September 2019
=1.540

65 + 12 gir =77 facets

4-fold, mirror-image symmetry

84 index

L/W =1.000 T/W =0.326 U/W =0.326
P/W =0.490 C/W =0.139

VolWe = 0.252

PAVILION CROWN
G1 90.00° 84-21-42-63 Set size C1 2571° 84-21-42-63 Establish girdge
P1  46.22° 04-06-15-17- Establish Girdle €2 24.10° 06-15-27-36- Level girdle
25-27-36-38- 48-57-69-78
46-48-57-59- €3 21.00° 02-19-23-40- Meet girdle
67-69-76-60 44.61-65.62
P2 5293° 84-21-42-63 Level girdle C4 16.59° 04-17-25-38- Meet tips of C2
G2 90.00° 06-15-27-36- Level girdle 46-59-67-80
48-57-69-78 0.00° Table Meet tips of C3
P3  43.05° 07-14-28-35- Meet girdle
40.56-70.77
P4 41000 09-12:30-33- Meet gidel
51547275

type cutis y g in any of

s some interesting things with CZ!

Bill demonstrates faceting at the Gem, Minerals & Jewelry The CAD design for Fourth Dimension is downloadable at:
Department of the 2023 San Diego County Fair. https://sdmg.org/pdf/Brisebois-Fourth Dimension.pdf. Overset. Frontal
table view of the final faceted ametrine.

After getting a good girdle line polish, for up square. The crown cutting and polish will be much
the final polish on the pavilion I recommend easier and no special order is needed other than going in
working in the order of P1, P2, then P4, and do order progressively.

P3 last. I like to work culet facets first in my final
polish and then go back if I have to, as it seems
to create less headaches. Sometimes, I have to

I left the cutlet facet angle at 41, which is pretty close to
the critical angle for quartz. However, it will work fine
without windowing as long as the angle is not much below

work P3 and P4 a little to get everything to line 41 degrees. Hope this is enjoyable to all who give it a gol


https://sdmg.org/pdf/Brisebois-Fourth Dimension.pdf
https://sdmg.org/pdf/Brisebois-Fourth Dimension.pdf
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Friendship, and Who & What's News
by LuAnn H. Benton, Friendship Chair

friendship @ sdmg.org

Nancy Brescia is getting ready to undergo radiation treatment
of her neck where the thyroid cancer returned. It is scheduled for
September 16th. Afterwards, she will be recuperating at home.
Right now she said she is feeling really, really tired, so texting works
best communication-wise. Please keep Nancy in your thoughts and
prayers during this very tiring and stressful time. Keep your spirits up,
Nancy and know we are all here for you.

QOO

SDMG Improvements
The filter under the sink was due to be changed and a new one put in
on July 15, 2023. This was actually done right on schedule. See record
above sink for last date changed.

QOOOOOOOOOBOOOOOOOOOONOD

Qil Cleaner for Slab Saws

You’ve probably noticed a big green tub at the far end of the 18" saw
and in the corner of the wall to the faceting workshop and the back
of the orange lockers and wondered what is that, or you didn’t notice
at all. Well, this summer, Paul Williams, John Kruzel, LuAnn
Benton and her husband Dick permanently raised the legs of the
24" slab saw high enough so Paul Williams, Mike Frye, and John
Kruzel could later attach the necessary plumbing to fully convert
both saws over to a drainage system without using old socks to trap
the sludge.

The sludge and rock will now pass directly into the green tank
and by running the filter (attached to the outside of the tank with
its own on/off switch), it will pull the oil from the tank into and
through the filter. This will need to run awhile in order to keep the
dirty oil running through the system until it’s clean. Fach saw still has

Have you already been on or going on a vacation?
Gone rockhounding with a friend, spouse, partner or group?

Is anything happening in your life that you'd like to share with SDMG?

Want to make it funny, please do, so everyone can enjoy.
Include name and phone number (for contact purposes only).
I'll take care of any necessary corrections you may need.

Send to LuAnn via friendship@sdmg.org

| really want to hear from YOU!

Fig. 1 Oil cleaning filter canister, 8-22-23.
Photo: LuAnn Benton.

its own pump so when you turn either
one saw on or both saws on at the same
time, each pump will still do its work of
pumping oil to each of the saws.

The filter system can run even if the
saws aren’t running in order to get the
oil in the green tank clean. So, if you are
in the cabbing room or even in another
room and you sece the oil still needs
cleaning, turn the filter on, then turn it
off when you leave or or just leave it on.
Its only purpose has to do with cleaning
the oil in the tub, nothing more (fig. 1).

There is a mailbox slot
in the casting room
for any Suggestions
you may have for SDMG.
We value your input!
Paper & pen are available!


mailto:friendship%40sdmg.org?subject=
mailto:friendship%40sdmg.org?subject=
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Once it’s determined how often we need to check
the filter to see if the filter canister is full and needs
emptying, I'll pass this information on to you. The
filter works by centrifugal force, separating the oil
from the grit. The oil goes back into the green tank
and the sludge dries out up against the walls of the
filter canister. This is all emptied into the trash can!

There will be some heavier rock material staying
on the bottom of the green tank which will have to
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cleaned out on a regular basis as well but, it will be so
much easier than dealing with the old socks in a bucket
underneath each saw! I know, because I've done it a
time or two and it was a lot of work! Youre down
on your bad knees and getting oil all up and down
your arms and sometimes on your clothes as well.
So be thankful there are those who do try to make
improvements in the systems that have been in place
for many decades.

sdmg.org.
$14.00 plus $7.95 tax & shipping.
pacemaker, please order the pin back.

with black lettering (see sample above).

Would you like your name on a SDMG BADGE to
wear at meetings or other activities? Order by contacting
Angela Cannon, the Badge Chairman at: membership@

The price per badge with a standard magnetic holder is
A badge with the pin back is $13.00. If you have a

The badge measures 1" x 3" It has a white background

If five or more badges are ordered, the cost is

$14.50 per badge (magnetic or pin back) and

shipping is free.

CLASSIFIED ADS

OCEANVIEW MINE
TOUR & SCREENING TRIPS:
CALL FOR CURRENT SCHEDULE
For more information
please visit digforgems.com
or email digforgems @ gmail.com
Reservations required.

$75. Adults  $60. Children (ages 5to 11)
Family rates available.

HIMALAYA MINE TAILINGS:
CALL FOR SCHEDULE/HOURS OF OPERATION

At the Lake Henshaw Resort on Highway 76.
Adults, $75 per day. Kids 12-15, half price.
Screening tables, buckets, and shovels provided.
Call (775) 830-5797
or (775) 772-7724 for more info

www.highdesertgemsandminerals.com

SOCI ETIES
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ON THE GO ...
TO A SHOW

SEPTEMBER....... ...,

16-17 SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA — Gems by the Sea
Sponsor: San Luis Obispo Gem & Mineral Club
Where: Veteran’s Memorial Building
801 Grand Avenue, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Hours: 10 AM — 5 PM daily

Admission: Adults $5.00; Children 12 and September 8 — 16, 2023

under Free. Colorado Mineral & Fossil Fall Show
Parking: Free. Crowne Plaza

Contact: info@slogem.org Denver Airport/Convention Center
Web: slogem.org/gems-by-the-sea 15500 E 40th Ave.

The show will feature dealers selling a fantastic Denver, CO 80239

array of gems, minerals, fossils, carvings, jewelry,
beads, jade, crystals, meteorites, lapidary and
metaphysical items. There will demonstrations

Facet Rough * Cabbing Rough
Jewelry e Mineral Specimens

of jewelry-making and lapidary crafts. www.johngarsow.com
OCTOBER ..ottt it iiiie i
7-8 LONG BEACH, CA - Gems on the Hill

Show

Sponsor: Long Beach Mineral & Gem Society

Where: Signal Hill Library

1800 E. Hill St., Signal Hill 90755

Hours: Sat 10 AM — 5 PM; Sun 10 AM — 4 PM

Admission: Adults $4, under 16 Free.

Contact: Ibmineralgemsociety@gmail.com

Web: Ibmineralgem.org/goh-2023.html
www.facebook.com/LBMGS

8 FALLBROOK, CA - Fall Festival of Gems
Sponsor: Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society
Where: Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Facility
123 West Alvarado St., Fallbrook, CA 92028
Hours: 9 AM — 4 PM
Admission and Parking: Free.
Web: https://www.fgms.org
Join us for a Festival of Gems, Fossils, and gift items, Gem ID, bargain booth, lapidary
Minerals with over 40 vendors of crystals, rough and cut, wheel of fortune, kids activities,
jewelry, mineral specimens, gemstones, unusual food booth, plus a raffle of spectacular prizes!


mailto:info%40slogem.org?subject=
https://slogem.org/gems-by-the-sea/
mailto:lbmineralgemsociety%40gmail.com?subject=
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21-22

21

28-29

SANTA ROSA, CA - SRMGS 46th Annual
Mineral & Gem Show

Sponsor: Santa Rosa Mineral & Gem Society
Where: The Veterans Memorial

1351 Maple Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Hours: Sat and Sun 10 AM - 5 PM
Admission: Adult $6.00 ($5.00 w/ coupon),
Children under 12 Free.

Parking: Free

Contact: Jolene jolene4srmgs@gmail.com
Web: srmgs.org

Dealers from all over California, Nevada and
Oregon. There will be games and crafts for the
kids, a fun Raffle, Gold Panning, member display
cases, special exhibits (fluorescent rocks this
year), rock identification, plus lots more.

WEST HILLS, CA - WHRC Gem Show
Sponsor: Woodland Hills Rock Chippers
Where: First United Methodist Church

22700 Sherman Way, Woodland Hills, CA 91307
Hours: 10 AM - 5 PM

Admission: Free

Contact: whrc@rockchippers.org

Web: rockchippers.org

Our next show will feature Dealers, Displays, a
Country Store, Silent Auctions, Games, Rocks,
Fossils, and Demonstrations. There will be free
Hourly Drawings, and a Prize Raffle that is held
during our show. The Two Raffle Grand Prizes
are $50.00 each, with many other prizes. Tickets
for the Prize Raffle can be purchased at the
show, ticket holders do not need to be present to
win.

Orange, CA — 53rd Annual Opal, Gem &
Jewelry Show

Sponsor: American Opal Society

Where: Velvet Rose Event Center

300 S. Flower St., Orange, CA 92868

Hours: Sat 10 AM — 6 PM, Sun 10 AM — 5 PM
Contact: 714-501-9959 or info@opalsociety.org
Web: http://opalsociety.otg

Rough & cut opals and gemstones, jewelry,
supplies. Huge drawing. Free demonstrations.

INFOWIBIMIBIBIR 0 00000000000000000000000000000000000a00

4

Lake Elsinore, CA — 3rd Annual Winter
Festival Rock & Craft Show
Sponsor: Lake Elsinore Gem & Mineral Society
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October 28 - 29, 2023

9:30 AM -5 PM (Sat) | 10 AM -4 PM (Sun)

Liberty Station Conference Center
2600 Laning Road ¢ San Diego, CA 92106

San Diego Mineral & Gem Society | sdmg.org

Where: 32097 Corydon Rd., Lake Elsinore, CA
92530

Hours: 10 AM — 4 PM

Contact: 909-208-6956 or berylman50@aol.com
A wide variety of local vendors, plus fossils and
minerals.

10-12 Costa Mesa, CA — West Coast Gem, Mineral

& Fossil Show — Fall
Sponsor: LLD Productions Inc.
Venue: Holiday Inn — Orange County Airport
2726 South Grand Ave, Santa Ana, CA 92705
Hours: Fri and Sat 10 AM — 6 PM

Sun 10 AM - 5 PM
Admission: Free. Public welcome.
Customer Parking: Free parking at Holiday
Inn Orange County Airport
Web: www.mineralshowslld.com
80 vendots dealers, wholesale and retail
featuring gems, minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads,
meteorites, decorator items, lapidary, and more.
(Resale certificate needed for admission to
wholesale.)


mailto:jolene4srmgs%40gmail.com?subject=
http://srmgs.org/gemshow.php
mailto:whrc%40rockchippers.org?subject=
https://rockchippers.org/show.html
mailto:info%40opalsociety.org?subject=
http://opalsociety.org
mailto:berylman50%40aol.com?subject=
https://bit.ly/gemdiego2023
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Public Lands

Rockhounding: Front page LA Times,
above the fold

by Lisbet Thoresen, SDMG public lands rep.

OS ANGELES TIMES staff writer Louis

Sahagun wrote a feature story this past July on
the potential demise of rockhounding in Mojave Trails
National Monument (MTNM). The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) oversees the monuments 1.6
million acres, whose western boundary is located 45
miles east of Barstow and forms a keystone block of
land surrounded by the Twentynine Palms U.S. Marine
Corps base and federal lands on three sides. Sahagun’s
front page article (https://bitly/mtnmlat0729)
coincided with BLM officially commencing the drafting
of a management plan, which will constrain what
activities are permissible in the monument. A 60-day

comment period inviting public input on what should
go into the plan ended on July 5th.

Sahagun’s article lays out in stark terms what rockhounds stand to lose, if
BLM decides to define their hobby as mining instead of a recreational activity.
Casual collecting, or rockhounding, in the United States dates back to the early
20th century. In the 1930s, *40s and ’50s, the US. Bureau of Mines actively
encouraged the hobby. The campaign proved wildly successful. Gem mineral
societies like SDMG proliferated all over the country. In Southern California,
it spawned generations of mineral enthusiasts who ventured into the dramatic
desert landscape to explore its unique geology and thrill at discovering first hand
its beautiful and varied minerals. Early life experiences that included going on field
trips turned many young people into avid hobbyists. For others, it provided the
catalyst that set them on career paths in the earth sciences including geology and
mineralogy and also conservation.

The long tradition of casual collecting on
BLM-managed lands may come to an end soon

BLM has begun work on drafting a monument management plan for Mojave
Trails that will define permissible activities going forward. It appears that BLM
is contemplating redefining casual collecting as mining, despite having defined it
previously as a low-impact recreational activity. Accommodation of casual collecting
and rules for it are enshrined under authority of several federal laws including but
not limited to the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 US.C.

1701, et seq.) and the Final Rule (2022) of the Paleontological Resources Act of January 16, 1956 — US Tells

Gem Hunters Leave No Stone
2009 (16 US.C. 470aaa et seq., see: 87 'R 47329). The relevant passages are recorded Unturned. Source: © 2023 The

in Title 43 CFR including sec. 8365.1-5; and Subtitle A Part 49, see especially 49.810. New York Times.


https://bit.ly/mtnmlat0729
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2021-title43/pdf/USCODE-2021-title43-chap35-subchapI-sec1701.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2021-title43/pdf/USCODE-2021-title43-chap35-subchapI-sec1701.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/08/02/2022-16405/paleontological-resources-preservation
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-H/part-8360/subpart-8365/section-8365.1-5
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-49
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-08-02/pdf/2022-16405.pdf#page=34
https://bit.ly/mtnmlat0729

San Diego Mineral & Gem Society

In 2016, the largest land use plan amendment
in California state history known as the Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP)
gave rockhounds continued access to all the collecting
areas they asked for in Southern California’s deserts
including in Mojave Trails. The California Energy
Commission (CEC) and BLM were co-administrators
of DRECP. It is inexplicable that this long-range
land use plan amendment would have validated
rockhounding within the footprint of Mojave
Trails only to have BLM reverse itself and forbid
rockhounding a few years later when the agency finally
drafted a management plan for the monument.

High public interest like that shown for DRECP
may influence BLM’s decision on Mojave Trails.[1]
At 1.6 million acres, it is the third largest land-based
national monument in the lower 48 states. It is also
Southern California’s crown jewel of hobby collecting
areas. If you care about the adverse precedent BLM
could set in California and extend as a standard
applicable to public lands nationwide, click and share
the Los Angeles Times article and drop a note to
the LA Times editor at: www.latimes.com/opinion

submit-letter-to-the-editot.

OO0 OO OO O OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO OO O OO O OO OO O OOOOO OO OO

Rockhounds are not asking BLM to create new rules.
The message to BLM about casual collecting
in Mojave Trails is simple:
We are asking BLM to write into the monument management plan its
multiple-use mandate based on its previously defined rules for casual
collecting under authority of existing laws and DRECP.

S e e
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May 6, 1956 — You can be a week-end gem hunter, by Thomas
H. Miller, Director, Federal Bureau of Mines. © 2023 Los
Angeles Times. One of several articles that appeared in major
newspapers in the 1950s courtesy of a federal effort to stoke
public interest in hobby collecting.

1. BLM-CEC received more than 12,000 letters on DRECP during the comment period ending February 23, 2015, with many coming
from rockhound advocates. According to BLM’s Victoria Campbell, in a conference call on September 13, 2016 (the day before the

Record of Decision on DRECP was signed), the many letters from rockhounds influenced the decision to give rockhounds every

single accommodation they requested.

Read SDMG’s comment letter to the BLM on its management plan for Mojave Trails at: https://bitly/mtmmp-sdmg-final.

Sign up to SDMG’s mailing list at https://bitlv/sdmg-sighup to receive updates on Mojave Trails (check all the boxes that apply to
your interests; don’t forget, you will receive a verification email from Constant Contact containing a link to activate your enrollment).

Questions on this topic can be directed to editor@sdmg.org.

https://bitly/rock072923.



https://www.latimes.com/opinion/submit-letter-to-the-editor
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/submit-letter-to-the-editor
https://bit.ly/mtmmp-sdmg-final
https://bit.ly/sdmg-signup
mailto:editor%40sdmg.org?subject=
https://www.sdmg.org/articles/202307/Rockhounding-LATimes-front-page/
https://bit.ly/rock072923




Holiday Inn-Orange County Airport
2726 South Grand Avenue ¢ Santa Ana, CA 92705

Fri & Sat 10 AM to 6 PM
Sun 10 AM to 5 PM
(Wholesale closes at 4 PM on Sunday)

Trapiche amethyst. Rondonia, Brazil. Photo: Jeff Scovil.

o 80 Select Retail Minerals ¢ Gems ¢ Lapidary ¢ Beads ¢ Jewelry
Wholesale Dealers Fossils ¢ Decorator Pieces ¢ and much more!

FREE ADMISSION ¢ FREE PARKING ¢ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

www.MineralShowsLLD.com mineralshowslld@gmail.com
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MinersGallery.com

Rock Slabs, Bulk rock, Crystals, Jewelry,
Fossils, Gems and Petrified Wood.

Phone: (619) 445-0800

richard@minersgallery.com

www.minersgallery.com

Minerals and crystals from around the world

* ROCKS * MINERALS * GEMS * JEWELRY MAKINGS *

* LARGEST INVENTORY *
** BEST QUALITY **
* LOWEST PRICES *

* NEW ARRIVALS DAILY *
SOUTH AMERICAN [IMPORTS

Direct Importers

2461 San Diego Ave. #104 Tel: (619)299-3877
San Diego, CA 92110 OPEN EVERY DAY!
In Old Town, in Coyote Café Shopping Center

dVillage &Silversmiths

Work 1770 Village Place Carv:
Bead \ry Balboa Park Rrvlngs
Jewe San Diego, CA 92010 Ocks
Slabs 619 239-8812 Cabs



http://www.minersgallery.com
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Our business is putting fun and pride
into your lapidary hobby or profession
by making the right tools for your needs

Astounding Selection of Minerals

& Fossils from Around the Globe

Experts in Geology, Gemology & Paleontology

World Famous Gold Rush
Rock Shop & Mining Museum

Daily Mineral Panning and Geode Cutting

Educational Programs Available

In Old Town San Diego State Historic Park

2616 San Diego Avenue, San Diego CA 92110
619-688-1178
minersgemsandminerals@cox.net
www.minersgemsandminerals.com




San Diego Mineral & Gem Society
o A Non-Profit Educational and Scientific Organization

FALL 2023 WORKSHOP SCHEDULE
September 11 — December 22, 2023
Signing up for classes: Prospective students must contact the instructor prior to attending a workshop; click on the

instructor’s name in the schedule below to send an email message. (If you have trouble with the links, please email
school@sdmg.org, we'd be happy to help facilitate contact with an instructor.)

Class fees: Adults: $6 per 3-hour class. $8 per class if longer than 3 hours. Juniors: $1 per class. Cash or checks
only, please. Instructors may require prepayment of class fees per class, month, or semester.

J Classes are open to SDMG members only: Sign up or renew membership at:
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-membership/ — Or — in person during Society hours.

J Students must read and follow the School Rules, available in the classroom and online at:
https://sdmg.org/class-schedule/school-rules.pdf

Mon 6:00 pm — 9:00 pm Mark Herman
Tue 6:00 pm — 9:00 pm Steve Wright
Wed 9:00 am — 11:30 am ltziar Parramon
CABOCHONS Wed 12:30 pm — 3:30 pm Miguel Asmar
Wed 6:00 pm — 9:00 pm Nita Sani
Thu 9:00 am — 12:00 pm John Kruzel
Fri 6:00 pm — 9:00 pm Jon Evans
Wed 9:00 am — 12:00 pm Mike Harkelroad
FACETING Wed 6:00 pm — 9:00 pm Tim Sandiford
Thu 6:00 pm — 9:00 pm Bill Brisebois
ADV. FACETING Wed 12:00 pm — 3:00 pm Donna Beers
Sun 12:00 pm — 3:00 pm Miguel Asmar
Sun 3:00 pm — 6:00 pm Miguel Asmar
BEG. METALS FABRICATION Mon 6:00 pm — 9:00 pm AlPuente
Tue 3:00pm — 6:00 pm Yvonne Juarez
Wed 6:00 pm — 9:00 pm Tim Swann
Thu 9:00 am — 12:00 pm Bud Green
INT. METALS FABRICATION Tue 6:00 pm — 9:00 pm Yvonne Juarez
Wed 9:00 am — 3:00 pm Denny Turner
Wed 9:00 am — 3:00 pm Jackie Leverone
ADV. METALS FABRICATION Thu 1:00 pm — 4:00 pm Denny Turner & Tim Swann
Thu 7:00 pm — 9:00 pm Ellen Riceman
Fri 9:00 am — 3:00 pm Jill Williamson
Tue 9:00 am — 2:00 pm Dave Smith
CASTING Wed 3:30 pm — 9:00 pm Miguel Asmar
Fri 7:00pm — 9:00 pm Rich Yarborough
ROCK CARVING Mon 9:00 am — 12:00 pm LuAnn Benton
SPHERE MAKING Sat 1:00 pm — 4:00 pm Paul Williams
JUNIORS Sat 9:30am — 12:30pm Dave Smith



mailto:school%40sdmg.org?subject=
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-membership/
https://sdmg.org/class-schedule/school-rules.pdf
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-public/classes/#acabs
mailto:mongojustbig%40icloud.com?subject=I%27m%20interested%20in%20the%20Cabochon%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Mondays%2C%206p%20-%209p
mailto:mauitrash%40icloud.com?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Cabochon%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Tuesdays%2C%206%3A00p%20-%209%3A00p
mailto:itziarparramon%40hotmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Cabochon%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Wednesdays%2C%20%209a%20-%2011%3A30a
mailto:miguelasmar%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Beginning%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Sundays%2C%2012p%20-%203p
mailto:nita.sani%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Cabochons%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Wednesdays%2C%206p-9p
mailto:jdkruzel%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Cabochons%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Thursdays%2C%209a%20-%2012p
mailto:searchforjon%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Cabochon%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Fridays%2C%206p%20-%209p
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-public/classes/#afacet
mailto:gmhajh%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Faceting%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Wednesdays%2C%209a%20-%2012p
mailto:tsandifordt%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Faceting%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Wednesdays%2C%206p%20-%209p
mailto:bill.brisebois%40gmail.com%20?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Faceting%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Thursdays%2C%206p%20-%209p
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-public/classes/#afacet
mailto:donna%40beers.nu?subject=Intereseted%20in%20Adv%20Faceting%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%2C%20Wednesdays%2C%2012p%20-%203p
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-public/classes/#asilvfab
mailto:miguelasmar%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Beginning%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Sundays%2C%2012p%20-%203p
mailto:miguelasmar%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Beginning%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Sundays%2C%203p%20-%206p
mailto:crazycrow51%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Beginning%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Mondays%2C%206p%20-%209p
mailto:ycjuarez%40me.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Beginning%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Tuesdays%2C%203p%20-%206p
mailto:tswann%40san.rr.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Beginning%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Wednesdays%2C%206p%20-%209p
mailto:bud%40williamgreencpa.com?subject=Intersted%20in%20Beginning%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Thursdays%2C%209a-12p
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-public/classes/#asilvfab
mailto:ycjuarez%40me.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Intermediate%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Tuesdays%2C%206p%20-%209p
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-public/classes/#asilvfab
mailto:daturner%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Interested%20in%20Advanced%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Wednesdays%2C%209a%20-%203p
mailto:jackieleverone@yahoo.com?subject=Interested in Advanced Metals Fabrication at SDMG - Wednesdays,  9a - 3p
mailto:tswann%40san.rr.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Advanced%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Thrusdays%2C%201p%20-%204p
mailto:ellenriceman%40att.net?subject=Interested%20in%20Advanced%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Thursdays%2C%207p%20-%209p
mailto:jillie53%40yahoo.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Advanced%20Metals%20Fabrication%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Fridays%2C%20%209a%20-%203p
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-public/classes/#asilverfab
mailto:smith0815%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Casting%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%2C%20Tuesdays%209a%20-%202p
mailto:miguelasmar%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Casting%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Wednesdays%2C%203%3A30%20-%209%3A00p
mailto:richyar%40gmail.com?subject=Intersted%20in%20attending%20the%20Casting%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20Fridays%2C%207p%20-%209p
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-public/classes/#asilverfab
mailto:benton.luannz%40gmail.com?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Rock%20Carving%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Mondays%209%3A00a%20-%2012%3A00p
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-public/classes/#aspheres
mailto:school%40sdmg.org?subject=Interested%20in%20the%20Sphere%20Making%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Saturdays%201p%20-%204p
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-public/classes/#ajuniordiv
mailto:smith0815%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Interested%20in%20joining%20the%20Juniors%20Workshop%20at%20SDMG%20-%20Saturdays%2C%209%3A30a%20-%2012%3A30p

SAN DIEGO MINERAL & GEM SOCIETY
Board of Directors & Special Assigments (Non-board members)
7/1/2022 — 6/30/2024

OFFICERS
Dave Smith LuAnn Benton Ellen Riceman Anne Schafer
President, Junior Coordinator,  Vice President, Friendship- Secretary Treasurer, Cab’n’Slab Chair,
Casting Lead Historian, Donations Chair
president@sdmg.org Gem Diego Chair
friendship @ sdmg.org
DIRECTORS
Bill Brisebois Mark Herman Lee Jackson Yvonne Juarez
Faceting Lead (1 of 2) Christmas Potluck Chair Workshop Schedule,
Silver Lead
admin@sdmg.org,
school@sdmg.org
Vacant John Kruzel Jim Parrish ltziar Parramon
Shop Director Cabbing Lead (1 of 2) Mineral Div. Chair, Museum

Curator, City Liaison,
December Nights Chair


mailto:admin%40sdmg.org?subject=
mailto:school%40sdmg.org?subject=

DIRECTORS

Doug Peeler Dave Rose
BBQ Chair
Jennifer Stapp Tim Swann

Scholarship Chair

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS

Donna Beers Angie Cannon
Librarian Membership Secretary,
Badges Chair

Nita Sani

Paul Williams
Cabbing Lead (2 of 2)

Mike Frye
Building Superintendant

Larry Shute

Rich Yarbrough
Assistant Shop Director

Mike Harkelroad
Faceting Lead (2 of 2)



SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS

Jackie Leverone
Advanced Metals Lead

Sally Parrish
Auditor

Lisbet Thoresen
Bulletin Editor, Webmistress,
Public Lands Representative

editor@sdmg.org

Vacant Positions: Banquet Chair, CFMS Representative

** Please use info@sdmg.org to contact anyone without an email address shown above **
A number after a name means there is more than one contact person
for a position (e.g., Bill Brisebois, Faceting Lead (1 of 2)).

New Applications & Renewals
for 2023-2024

The membership year “officially” started on
July 1st. There is no pro-rating of dues, so it
doesn’t matter when you sign-up or renew — all
memberships for 2023-2024 will expire on June
30, 2024.

There are two ways to apply for or renew your
membership —

1.) Send a check with your membership form to
the membership secretary. The renewal form can
be found on the SDMG website at:
sdmg.org/pdf/sdmg-membership-app-and-
renewal.pdf
OR
2.) Sign up online using major credit cards via
PayPal. Visit the SDMG website for details at:
sdmg.org/sdmg-membership/

Membership renewals are usually mailed to current
members in late May or eatly June, and are typically
“due” before classes begin in September, because
people must be current members to attend fall
classes. Some just pay their membership dues in
class, on the day they show up, which is fine.

Subscribe yourself to the eNewsletter at:
http://bit.ly/SDMG-news

Published from September thru June
at the same time as
The Pegmatite bulletin (PDF online version)

(Members, you must subscribe yourself,
we cannot do it for you!)



mailto:editor%40sdmg.org?subject=
mailto:info%40sdmg.org?subject=
https://sdmg.org/pdf/sdmg-membership-app-and-renewal.pdf
https://sdmg.org/pdf/sdmg-membership-app-and-renewal.pdf
https://sdmg.org/sdmg-membership/
http://bit.ly/SDMG-news

San Diego Mineral & Gem Society

A A Non-Profit Educational and Scientific Organization
o 1770 Village Place, Balboa Park
San Diego, CA 92101-1651
sdmg.org
WELCOME!
The SDMG Building ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
is located

at the north end of
Spanish Village

in Balboa Park

SDMG Museum hours:
11:00am to 4:00pm

Get information
on classes, events,

field trips, reports,
reviews, slideshows

and more at:
sdmg.org
THE PEGMATITE — SEPTEMBER 2023
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
SDMG Workshop
Fall Session
begins
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
SDMG
Board Mtg
7PM Virtua
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
SDMG Gem Diego
General Mtg Exhibitor Deadline
7PM SDMG bldg https://bit.ly/
gd2023exhapp
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